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FOR TLMEDNIATE FELIASE

Bint. Thuyr, Repudlic of Vietnm « One of the Navy?s highest combat
awards vis preseriel to Commande:* R, W. PORTLE, Comuamding Officer of
the "Black Ponles" of Light Attack Squadron FCUE in csrencnies on
31 Septezber 1971, Receiving the Distinguisted Flyin: Cress fren
Captain f.. S, MOCX, Commander Delta Nuval Forces, Vistnam/Commender

Tagk Force L6, oSormander PORTER was cited fecr heroism ir asrial flight
on 12 M:3 1971 ' :

Comr : nde:» PORTZR piloted the lead alreraft in an ameé OV«L0A Light
Attack Fire Temn w0 assigt Republic of Vietnzz ground trocse pinied
dovz by hesvy fir: {rom two companies of Vied Cong. He imuediataly
began reckst and nachine gun attacks on the enemy, aithoughr forcad to
maks his dslivery runs below recomended minizur altitudss becasuse of
severe mongoch weathar, The groundi battls lssted five hours, bui after
Comaander POFTZER sompleted his fourth mission that dgy, the enemyr fled
in defeci.,

Connsndex POUFER has ssrved as Comending Officer of Light Attack
Squadron FOUR ginze 3 Merch 1971, and has becune an acknouledged expert
in the ccuntensirmrgency employment of the 0V<104, His scuadron, ths
only ona of 44%s kind In Vietnam end the United States Havy, has
consiste: tly played a vital rols in the Delta interdiction,

. Comsznder FOR'ER is the son of Mr, and Mrs, Wesley E. PORTER of
S South Cove Read, D1c Ssybroolk; Comrecticut. Cormander PORTER is
married i¢ thie fomer Janis Iyan FRADI of Essex, Commecticut,



