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Th·c• ::Javy OV-10A ":SROtlCO"aircreft lV'BS sent to tLe ~.:ekon3 :Jelte to
rn·ov1£, n all in-house Havy asset of fixed 'toling air su:_-.·;_:...c': :Eor river
C' !_Je::·.<;lt:Lons in I I I &. IV
(V,.'.:.,.,/·.'; hope t.ha t this
:>::,-:;·:".-::..ngand using the

Corps CTZ. :e1e of Li.ght; Att[lck Squadron FOUR
information pcmphlet 't-Jill assist you in under-
"Black Porn es" •• .> '" / /-,.,-,
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.~ Comr~nder, United Stutes Navy
C~~nding Officer
Light Attock Squadron FOUR

THE OV-1OA BRONCO

Tl~c Ncvy OV-lOli. 1t2-110HCO" aircraft was sent to the Eekong Delta to
[,7.C1V:!/:'; addt t i ona I air suppor-t for river operations. The Squedr on ,
Vi~_L!., began forning in tbe Stctes in 10te 1968, 'toms ccr.:L1issioned 3 Ji':.i'1
19('1), and arrived in country and cormenc ed combat; opc:rctions in A;:ril
19690 The "iRON CO" is 0 t~7.i.n engine' fixed 't'-1ingcircraft and ea sLLy
iden'::ified by the tyrir! boons and high toil. He emI'hc~ize fi:=ed uing
because there is conat dezcb Le difference between "BROncO" flyinC and the
helicopter flying of the "8eo~1olves" of IiA(L)-3. The "Ell0I'1COS" of VlL-4
are painted dark green. On occc sf.on you might see a grey OV-lQ.:\. The
grey OV-lOA's belong to the USAF and are used strictly e s .:: FAC (forw::u:2
air controller). They nre not used in an ettnck role .:IS are the "Elcck
Poniesll•

,



Lets tnlk about each ~lecpon:

U) .~-Yr(5" ?F~'...R). The :mu is the big s tI ck of ~:~;,eBlccl~ Ponies.
It: i~ . r.::·:,::sonic unguided rocket, and the r ea son tlU'~ it i::· ca l l ed a
~,J ~:'.:~.,.'.:-.,'.• ::!.ircro.ft rocket (I":<',.':R) is thnt tilo euild::.: -., :':ii.1s cr e folc1ed
:-:, ~',,"'.~:\.::;~ei:end do not unfold for r ocke t :stabi l.Lty until t:10 rocket is
"'" . d. Ti.1C zmn is ~ very reliable rocket, but in the event ~ fin docs
'" "~"iold, ttc rocket con 80 nstray, and for this ret.~· '~:l ~.:1epilo~:; cdd
.~:~.:.dditionnl safety factor when considerinc Lc t cxa I (i s;:.::n<.:o'co friendly
- .~[;itions.

The u.::rhecc1 on the ZUNI ~lciehs 48 pounds, and the "crnck" sound you
to.nr niter a zmn ha s been Launched CODeS fron the ::UlU br eckf.ng the
sound barrier.

T~1etypes of ~mrhends/fuzes used on the ZUNI foll' rough ly into three
groups; (1) inpoct det.cna t tng , (2) deLayed detonation, nne (3) .::lir
detono tion (vr). The iu~cct detonntinc ZUNI is 0 ceneral nll ar ound
rocket, and is good for bustins up tree lines end structures. The second
type, delayed detonotion, cl.Lows the ZUnI to penetrate the e;round prior
to exp Lodf ng , and is exce l l ent for due in tarcets such as bunkers and
tunnel conp l.exes , The third type, the air burst (VT) exp l odes the ZUlU
about 50 feet in the nir, thus scott~rinc the blest and scrnpnel over 0
li:!.ree area. The VT fuzinc is excellent for personnel in ~n open fi~ld
11nd for szmpcns ,

Each aircraft in the flight will noronlly have fz oti eitj'lt to t~1elvc
zmu' s , Nonnl release altitude is about 2200 feet but it cc n be r e-
Lee sed as Low as 1500 feet. For sofety z easons , 200 raet er s fron t.arsct
j::.lpact to nearest friendly ;:;osition 1s desired, c l t hough it ccn be worked
as close as 75 tiet er s when the friendlies are odvised to keep their heade
dcwn, and the torsct is ..Tell o.... rked or defined.

Tbe ZUlU is a potent wccpon and pzovf des a oiGhty punch in nir support
for the river forces.

(2) 2. 7511 l~Ff.i~. The 2.75" rocket, ,,11th either a nine or si:=t:een
pound warhead, is sinilicr to the rocket used by the Sec.wolves. The
B1.:lckPonies ncy cr:rry up to 38 2.75" rockets. The 2.75" rocket is not
.'1S accurat e as the ZUI1I, and is r.:cinly used for ll"1.rldnc tnrncts and for
H&I ty;:>e fire. It is also used to put nc1ditioncl ordnance on tnrnct
\1l::C'1 workinn a cood hot contact. The saoe safety pc rcnet cz s for the zmu
ar o used by the 2.75" rocket.

(3) r-~-60 l10chine Gun. Each OV-IOL has four 7.62r.:o interr.:t 1 raount ed
rnachLne guns, wi th 500 rounds of baLl, noounition end trncer s !,o~C::edper
Cl~n. The h.60s ar e used prinorly for supression fire and -Eor: Hf:I t?PC
:.·".· ...DD The raachLrie Guns ore accur ote end con be worked cs close' as 40 to
:;.'_....l"':':0.;:sf:!'."onfriendly positions. Unless absolutely necess.rry , pi.lots
-,' ~~;.:_ r:::.·:: over fly the friendlies on straffine runs because t·.1C spent
: .: ·:::r,:", :;~sejected froD the bot t om of the adr pl.ane , He understand that
~':.~:.:.': ·):r..'lSS :l:.:!llin[;; on the boc ts tenus to upset the crcvl.' A stroffi,ng
··.·.c·:-.".::lP:~T COUlCtlCeSat 1500 feet and stops at 800 feet.
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(l:.) ,~.1_~?:·.-1E:~11 GlF1. "J:h~ 8UU-11 oini CUn .:. a CI:::' ... -:~ -'1 bec~ut:iful'
weDI··_,·13 :.'., thE; ;"CDC oini [S~~n that; Spooky, G'i~.:!c10vl,2L.~ t'cl\': cobrcs have.
It 10c?'~:- . ~.~.' .2 ent1ine gun wi th its six revolvinc bar'r e l s and shoots
"10(-,2'0: . :... '" . ·:t 6000 zounds per rri.nuz e , T:'e 1-1c.:l:)On ~,s :'--:':: nr cccurc t c as
t:·" ~:"~".\ '!.;".l:': its gr ec t fire povcz is tr eoendou s for i.<.l;·es::;·l.onof Hre
:;';':..~)':::i.:.:: :::;:~<.1 for hosing down troops in an open ar ea ; Enrloyne:1.-;:of the
:...._. .,::-, is sinilior to the 11-60, and spent brass is a l sc oj cc t cd evm:-
,,1,';: •• -'11'

~5) Nieht Plores. DurinG night operations, ench OV-lO~ ~crric$ fou~
.:i.~~i~of par achut;e flares (for reliobility, the fLcr es ar e ::::.'::.::ccltwo c t
::iL1e). Each indivicltml f Lar e burns over three tnnut es , end pr oc'uc cs

t-;n uillion candl,e power. Our rules of eneneeoent cell for use to use
fLcz-es dur i.ng niCht opernt Lons, Ue rec,lize tha t f Larcs hurt .1iCht vision,
end tru.~t the lieht of the flnrcs GGy give evlCY an ncbush site. He 't-Jill
norcnlly try to recei vc pernission fro,'.'. the surface units prim:' to us ing
flares. The use of flcrcs is t: mtter of tnrtua I agr coraent; bctm3en the
Gurfnce unit end the Bl~ck Fony fliCht le::loer. Of course, the flcres .:'ore
cv~ilcblc to the surface unit if he needs e flare drop to illucincte 0.
t·::rcet area.

BRONCO TL~CTICS

The OV-lOi.,s a Iways fly in a flieht of ~1O for the setae reasons the
boat; pa trol \vi th two; flc;~ibility and self ..pr ot ect Lon, The fc..ncy h i gh..
jinks you see the OV-l~i ?erfor~ when they roll in on c.. tarGet are not
copied froQ a John Uoyne Horid \<1nrII raovt e , The tianeuver s serve 0-

definite pur pose , Un l t.ke the Se;:molves "1ho have flexible guns , 0.11 the
~~ms and rockets in the OV.. lOA ere fixed (non ..movecb Le) and the pilot
('.~'.cS the ci r pl.ane nt the t.!:!rget witb the af.d of c guns Lght; in t he cockpf.z ,
He nics the airplcnc the sarae "T.::lyone nics c cun. The fnncy octn-flugeroF
at the be[;innine of the roll-in hc s two reasons. One, it corifus es pcop l c
on the eround shooting at you (cckinC yourself 0 difficult tarGet to nit)~
and second it ems the aircraft at; the tarcet. Comfng "dom the chut e"
t.he i,)i1ot o::::kes sooll corrections with th e cirplnne to clisn hioself ~vit11'
the intended tarcet, z el.ca ses his rocket s , or shoots his cuns, and pulls
off target. The wingunn nornnlly rolls 'in risht af ter t~-.e lender.

A second t~ctic used by t~e Bleck ?onics is the overhccu circle. This
is an cir cover raanuevcr vlhere -;:.10OV-lOt.s fly in D. circle over c. tc.rGet
'l~~()Gon o~)?osite sides of the circle. This raaneuver is us od ~·;;':encor.»
;::~.r:::.ou5nir cover of a tnrcct is desired, such LlS a boat; G[:;roU'1L.,bot ts
;·.T.:m"i ting a nar roe watenmy, or inscrtinc/extr1".ctine t r oopc , '::'hc cir ..
: ·::,,~':!2~ nrc on the oppos Lte side of the circle so thee one e i r c c" .::t :;'_s 01-
, ~." :~n Cl ::..osition to roll in on [), t.:::rcet.

_.><;'~ec.~~ severc l distinct differences between fb:cc1 uin:; o;,:terr.tions
-.. ' ' .(;.:,0 opcr ctLons, end n shor t exp Lanct Lon of these .aj.~::er~:l~lC2S ::0;J0o.

.::".l~.. ',-::.11 nssist you in better usinc t:1C c.ir assets ava i l.abLe to t~:~
_~-':.;:...'~~-:- 11t:!V'j.
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Thr; hC ...2., due to it;:} r}csir;n, does not need r. ---.':1'''C.··) ~..~',.~: off and
12:1J~~~-.:'("...,: ..,:1 to!.' ':;:li~: ':'4 ,_c: so:._ ~:.:(:nope rn t;e oir __.!.,I .. 'c ;:-~·~1;.... ~~.::~.-;. ..~·.Iv·e(1c.reas.
The (:\,,,!~ ".~ '::o::;hB .:t fi~~ed ,-Jir.S, needs a zunway or consi(err.:·:.~~.8 Length in
0~cl(>:':' '~', :.:~.; off "lith the hc.. '/y ortlnanc e lands the B~J;-:-".:P.O·1~.esco.rry •
. c ';-,~~~.::::::'~'...' noro.::lly eet .:1irborn fester due to it n..) ... ;vir •._;taxi to

... :-:-:r_ c..'::position. In c scrcnb le situn tion, therefore, the hcl os \Vill
L ": be on stntion first if both the "BLocl; Porlier" and Set'. \j-'j1.r.·e·~<

,,'-':l:Clobledat the scme tiDe due to the raor'e m'ncro--· ;;~. ';:·O-11:~.;';;
,.·",,':::;c:.'.r.1entsand closer locction to the tcrect ar ec s , '1'::,,' ~_.~::inC!tion 0:
;'.~,i.osarid OV-IOL\.sHorkine over a tnreet is .:1 pLaasur ab l e siCht. The
,1cG ~nll noroclly work closer to the eround wit:, flntter .!jImnery z'un s ,
>':.1e the OV-lOAs ~Til1work hie:1er with stee~)er gunnery runs.

The OV-IW, offers foster airspeed f~r quicker renction tine on
distont torsots, oDd has Dare stnyine on stotion tine plus heavier
cr dnance , Both weapons sys tecs ar e here ior use in support of ground
units. But thc c1iHcrences should be no ced, The helos ~7ill not over ..
fly the torset, but the OV-l~s will due to the delivery tcc~niquc
noccs scr y in fixed wine nircrc.ft. T!:e OV-lO£\ docs not have side door
3~nners, cnd depenus on s~eed and DCneuverobility to stGY out of euany
fire. The on stntion tioe and heovy ordnance Loads of the OV-1OAdlow
the "Block Fonies" to hit and hold, hit and hold. This is pezt LcuIar Ly
eiiective in cl~sins evcdine troops ond Dultiple tnrcet erens.

HOtoJ 70 GET B~CK POHI:S

The Ponies run pat ro Ls throuch out the Del t a rocion. The ~")ctrols
check in "lith the NOCs first, end if there is no oction in the NOC.i\O,
t~~1eycheck in ,lith tl;_e Sectors. If you have 0 baLl garae caine end need
-'.r sU~:~jort, cull the HOCand he will scraoble the OV-IOLl.s. If you
l-:",ve n tnrcc:: worth Zo.)pinS, but not Harth a scrnob Le, ca l I the NOCand
ask if Co Ponie Pat ro l will be in your ar ec , If so, "le'l1 be happy to
CODe in your cree ~nd unlond c bit.

Tlill.GIrr IDZllTIFIC:"'.TIOll

Tarset identific~tion and »ocction of closest fricndlics ere two
iOFortant itews for any nir strike. Dnytio.c tnreet ic!entificntion is
not too difficult, but friendly positions oust be known, In the case
o~ boo t s , its sio;?lc because you can see the bo at s , Often, howevez ,
'-:lOGt s put t roops nsho re , end ti1C 0rounc~ troops must; 1:0 ab l e ':0 identify
:~;"'.c'·:.rposition. li.t night, any sort of illuninc.tion t:-2t "ill pin?oi'lt
~':"'~';::::rr:;ct such as f Lcr es , trnccrs, is' nr:>precinted. The narao of L;.e
,~~~(! is put t Lng or dnanc e on Tlill tnrcet, zmd the raore cssis·c::-.nr.c y ot; can

,.:....vi:::!e, the better the results.

ponIES FOR YOU

t-. bOPG tl':!is li ttle description LeLps you better under st::.nc1 the
. \!<>](:(\ "Br0!180" and its use by Vi.,L-4' s "Bleck Ponies". Any tiDe Y')U
·.~~G ,,·l. our cr ea , drop by. '\'1e'll sive you c closer look ct t hc birer.
,._, ..,:';-·(!:(ully answer any questions. For further inforr.r: tion, w·.cite;:

O·!;C:<"~·~:i0~C O~£lccr
Li.C11t .'.i.:·L.::'.d~ ;1quceron FOlJ~l(V..:.l.L-4)
ll~\ Biriil 'i'l1CjT

F,:O J:~1117rc.ncisco 96627
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