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; The Hawvy OV10: "BRONCC" aircraft wes sent to tie Iekonz Zelta to
provide an ine-house llavy asset of fixed wing air sui.s” Zor river
enerzations in III & IV Corps CTZ. 7le of Light Attack Squadron FOUR
(V.54 hope that this information pemphlet will assist you in under-
“zoufiong and using the "Zlack Tonies', -
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Z G. L. WINANS

" Commander, United States lavy
Commanding Officer
Light Attack Squadron FOUR

THE OV-10A ERONCO

The Hovy OV-l0A "SRONCOM zircraft was sent to the liekong Delta to
rwovicic additional air support for river operationse The 3quadron,
Vil- l-, began forming in the Stcotes in late 1968, was commissioned 3 JAIT
1907, 2ad arrived 1-1 country ond commenced combat operations in April
1962, The "ERCNCO" is a twin engine’ fixed wing aircraft and easily
idenzified by the twin booms and high tail. e emphocize fixed wing
ccouse there is considercble difference between MBROICO™ f£lyine and the
clicopter flying of the "Seawolves" of Hi(l)=3. The "IRONCOS" of Vil-4
e painted dork green., On occaosion you might see a2 grey 0OV-10i. The
recy OV-10A's belong to the USAF and are used strictly os o ¥AC (rorw.,,..u.
r controller)., They are not uscd in an attack role as are the M"Black
Ponies'.
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Lets talk about each weapon:

(1} 77T (5" FF.R), The 2UNTI is the big stick of zhe Black Fonies,
T+ in = ~=sonic unpuided rocket, and the reason tho* it in called a
folVes T oireraft rocket (FTUR) is that the guildin, fins arce folded

i oo socket 2nd do not unfold for rocket stability until the rocket is
", .. The ZWI is ¢ very relicble rocket, but in the cvent o fin does
.zold, the rocket can go astrey, and for this rear =, *he pilois zdd
= additional szfety factor when comsidering loteral distonce to friendly
~2sitionse
The warhead on the ZUNI weighs 48 pounds, and the "crack!" sound you
tear after a ZUNI has been lzunched comes from the JUNI brezking the
sound barrier.

The types of warheads/fuzes used on the SUNI fall roughly into three
groups; (1) inmpact detomating, (2) delayed detonatiom, and (3) air
detonation (VI), The immact detonating ZUNI is a general 21l around
rocket, and is good for busting up tree lines and structurcs, The second
type, delayed detonation, allows the ZUNI to penetrate the ground prior
to exploding, and is excellent for dug in targets such as bunkers and
tummel complexes., The third type, the air burst (VD) explodes the ZUNI
about 50 fcet in the zir, thus scattering the blast and scropnel over a
lorge arean, The VI fuzing is excellent for persomnel in zn open field
and for saonpans.

Bach circraft in the flight will normally hove from eight to twelve
ZUNI's. Norml relecse nltitude is about 2200 feet but it con be re-
lecsed as low as 1500 feet. TFor safety renscns, 200 neters fron torget
impact to necrest friendly nosition is desired, although it con be worked
as close as 75 neters when the friencdlies are advised to keep their hecd:
down, and the target is well nnrked or defined,

The ZUITT is o potent wezpon and provicdes o mighty punci: in air support
for the river forces,.

(2) 2,75" IFAR., The 2,75" rocket, with either o ninc or sizteen
pound warhead, is similicr to the rocket used by the Secwolves. The
Black Ponies may corry up to 38 2,75" rockets. The 2,75" rocket is not
as accurate as the ZUNI, and is moinly used for narklng torgets and for
HEL type fires It is also used to put additionzl ordnonce on target
when working a good hot contzect. The same safety porameters for the ZUNI
are used by the 2,75" rocket,

(3) =60 lachine Gune. BEoch OV-10:4 has four 7.62m interral nounted
machine guns, with 500 rounds of bzll arrwnition and tracers ioaded per
rtn, The Li=60s are used primarly for supression fire and for HEI tupe
F2 The machine guns are accurate and can be worked zs close'as 40 to
. arnors froo friendly positions. Unless absolutely necessary, pilots
wiil mo ovaxr fly the friendlies on straffing runs because tae sweat
Lreann is ejected from the bottom of the airplane., Ve understand that
¢7io0 orass falling on the bonts tends to upset the crewe A straffing
w1 cernzally cormences at 1500 f£eet and stops at 800 feet.




SUT."1 BT GUY.  Tho SUU-11 mini gun “+ 2 e .t il
the come nini gon that Spooky, Shadow, ci. tho Cobras haves.
a gotli cun witL its six revolving borrels ond shects
£ 6000 rounds per nminute. The wenson I8 = ar accurate as
. bul its preat fire powor is tremendous for c..ression of fire
zud for hosing down troops in an open area. Cmiicyment of the
-~ is similiar to the lI-60, and sgent brass is alsc cjocted cvor-

(5) HNight Flares. During night operations, each OV-10A :arries foux
i=; of parachute flores (for reliability, the flores are Zlred two at
time)s Each individual flare burns over three minutes, and produccs

t» million condle power. Our rules of engagement call for use to use
ficres during night operations., We reclize that flares hurt anight vision,
ond thot the light of the flaxes moy give away on embush site, We will
nornally try to receive permission from: the surface units nrior to using
flaress The use of flores is ¢ motter of mutual agreenent between the
surface unit and the Black Fony flight leader. Of course, the flores are
avziloble to the surfoce unit if he needs a flare drop to illumincte o
toxget area.

BRONCO TACTICS

The OV~lOA's always fly in a £light of two for the scme reasons the
boot patrol with twe; flexibility and self~protection. The faoncy highe
jinks you sce the OVelQi perform when they roll in on o torget are not
copied from a John Wayne World War 1I movie., The maneuvers serve 2
dofinite purpose, Unlike the Seawolves who haove flexible guns, 2ll the
cuns and rockets in the OV-l0L ore fized (nonemoveable) and the pilot
vm8 the cirplane ot the target with the aid of o gunsaﬂnL in the cockpites
e aims the airplane the same way one ains a gune. The fanecy octa-flugerors
at the beginning of the roll-in hos two reasons. One, it confuses peorlc
on the ground shooting at you (mnking yourself o difficult target to hit),
and second it cims the aircraft at the target. Coming '"davn the chute"

the pilot mzkes smzll corrections with the zirplane to clign himself with .

the intended tarpet, releases his rockets, or shoots his puns, and pulls
off target., The winguon normally rolls in right after tlhic leader.

A second tactic used by the Black Ponies is the overhead circle. This
is an cir cover monuever where two OV-1lQhs fly in o circle ovar ¢ taorget
n¥oa on onposite sides of the cirele, This moneuver is used wien con=
ous air cover of a terget is desired, such as a boat aground, bocts
siting a narrow waterway, or inserting/extrocting troons. The oiiw
:~-04 are on the opnosite side of the circle so thot one cirzsr it is ale

cnoin a position to roll in on & torget.

LO7EDENCES BITUR TINED UING ANMD HILO OTZERATION S

Lare ot several distinct differcnces between fixed wing operctions
% clo operations, and a sihiort exzlanation of these @ifferzaces Lopes
- 4ill assist you in better using the air assets available to thi:
Do neviiter llavye




The koo, due to ito desisn, does not reed o ~inwe "9 “~'n off and
E

lond Joro. o for hio veason con operate off Lols one .wxlo ruved areas.
The ¢vel_, hoing 2 fixed winn, needs a runwoy of consideraiie length in
exder o 0oz off with the hewnvy ordnance loads the Blzsoz Ponles carrye.

~en zel normally get airborm faster due to it non ~vimg taxi to
"o ¢l positions. In o scramble situation, thezeforce,

«... . v be on stction first if both the "Black Toniee"
B scrembled st the some time due to the more numeros “olvey
“neitnents and closer location to the tarpget arens., To w.clinotion of

and OV-10is working over a taorget is o pleosurablce sight. The

s will normnlly work closer to the ground with f£lotter punnery runs,
the OV-1l0As will work hipher with steeper gumnery runs.

The OV=104 offers faster airspeed for quicker reacticn time on
distant targets, and has more staying on station tinme plus heavier
ordnance. Both weapons systems are here for use in sunport of ground
units. 3But the diffcrences should be noted, The helos will not over=
fly the target, but the CV-10As will due to the delivery technique
nacessary in fixed wing aircraft. The OV-l0A does not have side door
gumners, and depends on speed and mmneuverchility to stay out of enaay
fire, The on station time and heavy ordnance loads of the OV-1l0A zliow
the "Black Fonies" to hit and hold, hit and holds This is particularly
effective in chasing evading troops and multiple target arecs.

HOW TO GET ELACK PONHIZS

The Ponies run ratrols through out the Delts rezion. The patrols
check in with the IOCs first, and if there is no action in the NOC AC,
tley check in with the Sectors. If you have a ballgome going ond nead
~.r suzport, ezll the 10C and he will scramble the OV-1CAs. If you
taove a target worth zapping, but not worth a scramble, czll the MOC and
ask if z Ponle Patrol will be in your crea. If so, wetll be happy to
come in your ares and unload o bit.

T/RGET IDTUTIFICLTION

Target identificotion ond bocotion of closest fricendlies are two
important itens for any air strike. Doytime target identification is
not too difficult, but friendly positions nust be known. 1In the case
of boats, its simple becouse you can see the boats. Often, however,
hcats put troops ashore, ond the sround troops must ke able 2o identify

‘r position. At night, ony sort of illuminction tict will pinpoint
st narget such as flores, trocers, is appreciateds The nane of the
- is putting ordnance on THE tarpet, and the more assisicnee you can

~vile, the better the results,

POIIES FOR YQU

7z hopn this little description helps you better understand the
TallfA "Broneo' and its use by ViL-4Ts "Elack Ponies'. Any time you

wre o our orez, drop by. We'll give you 2 closer look at thc bixd,
on woefully answer any questionse For further infermwtion, writed
vuerasions Gfflicer
Light . tenek Jquadron FOUR (VaLe4)
M54 Bian Thuy
FTI0 Gon Traneisco 956627
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